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Dear Sir: 

This communication is submitted concurrently with a Request for Continued Examination. 
Applicants request entry of the amendments previously filed on March 1, 2007, and reconsideration 
in view of the following remarks. 
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REMARKS 



In the Advisory Action, the Examiner states that the amendments previously filed in response 
to the final Office Action do not distinguish over Minfelde because Minfelde is interpreted as 
disclosing a "U-shaped receiver" be elements 4 and 14. Applicants disagree. 

As shown in Figure 5 of Minfelde, the only portion of the device that can be considered to be 
"U-shaped" is element 14. Element 4, referred to by the Examiner, is a separate component and is 
not U-shaped. It is also not a receiver, but rather has a rod that is received by element 14. Since 
element 14 is the only portion of Minfelde that is U-shaped, Minfelde cannot anticipate claim 1 
because element 14 is not removably coupled to a head of a bone-engaging member. Minfelde also 
cannot anticipate claims 12 and 24 because element 14 does not have a cavity that seats a head of a 
bone-engaging member. Independent claim 32 likewise distinguishes over Minfelde because 
element 14 does not have a distal seat for receiving at least a portion of the head of a bone screw, as 
required by claim 32. Accordingly, all claims distinguish over Minfelde and represent allowable 
subject matter. 

Applicants submit that all claims are now in condition for allowance, and allowance thereof 
is respectfully requested. The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned attorney for 
Applicant if such communication is deemed to expedite prosecution of this application. 



Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP 
World Trade Center West 
155 Seaport Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02210 
Tel: (617)439-2550 
Fax: (617)310-9550 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Date: April 4. 2007 




Lisa Adams, Reg. No. 44,238 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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